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From the Editor

Welcome to the latest edition of The Pickler. Here we tell you about the success of our recent
fundraising efforts and provide information about some upcoming events. We also highlight one
of our esteemed volunteers, and give you a quick update on what’s been happening behind the
scenes for our association.

As always, if you have any ideas for, or items that you’d like us to cover in, The Pickler, drop a
line to director2.gpa@gmail.com.

Putting the “Fun” in Fundraising

When our association was formed in April 2023, a top objective was to foster the growth and
promotion of pickleball for players of all ages, levels and abilities. To do that, we knew we’d
need a purpose-built, indoor facility. Now that we’re three years in, our drive to accomplish that
goal is stronger than ever.

Volunteers are the absolute heartbeat of qPA’s fundraising initiatives. All of our volunteers serve
as the driving force that transforms community passion into tangible success. Tasks such as
organizing events, securing donations and sponsorships, and setting up and running programs
all require an immense amount of coordination that simply wouldn't be possible without
dedicated individuals giving their time. Because we operate as a community-driven sport, every
volunteer hour directly reduces our overhead costs, ensuring that 100% of the funds raised can
go right back into the association—whether that means purchasing equipment, renting play
space, or expanding programs for players of all ages. Beyond the logistics, our volunteers infuse
these events with the welcoming, high-energy spirit that defines qPA, turning every fundraiser
into an unforgettable celebration of local sport.
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Thanks to the hard work of many stalwart volunteers, gPA’s fundraising efforts are in full force.
Here’s a look at what’s been happening recently, and what’s coming up:
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Ongoing Initiatives

We continue to work with our local FreshCo to take advantage of
the gift card program, which gives us a percentage discount on
bulk orders. The cards can be used for all in-store purchases
(except other gift cards), have no expiry, and there are no fees
attached. Additionally, they can be redeemed at all participating
stores (see the Sobey’s website for more information). What’s not
to love about this fundraising initiative? The best part is you don’t
need to be a gPA member to participate in this event. Anyone can
purchase a card from us—we sell them at FreshCo most Thursday
afternoons, but you can also order online via our website.

Poker for Pickleball

On April 11, 2026, we held our third poker tournament, hosting 54
players. While five participants walked away with cash prizes
ranging from $1,000 to $100, everyone who attended said they
enjoyed themselves immensely--and that the snacks were worth
the price of admission. Yet another example of how money
doesn’t always buy happiness.

gPA is planning on holding these Poker For Pickleball events on a
more “regular” basis, with the next one coming sometime in
September. Keep on an eye on our website for more information.
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You can now donate to gPA every time you drop off your
recyclable bottles and cans at the Sunset Coast Bottle Depot on
Duncan Street. Whether you use the Express Check Out option, or
the old-fashioned method of sorting your items at the counter, you
can direct the funds to go to qPA (account #2376). Check our
website for more detailed instructions.
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Power Outage BBQ-
May 24, 2026

Upcoming Events

Don’t let a little power outage ruin your day. Come on down to the
FreshCo parking lot and grab some coffee, pop and water to wash
down a muffin and a smokie or two. All of this is by donation, so
tell your friends and family to drop by. We’ll be there from 9am to
3pm. And don’t forget to pick up a FreshCo grocery card while
you’re there.

Beer & Burger Social
May 31, 2026
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Carlson Community Club
4463 Joyce Ave
~ Tickets $20 each

Although pickleball is considered a social sport, we don’t always

get a chance to have a good ol’ chin wag with everyone once the

games are done, or meet people that may be playing at different

times. So why not put your paddle down and pick up a burger and

a beverage on May 31°t from 4pm to 7pm at the Carlson Club.

Tickets are $20.00 each, with a choice of beef or veggie, and beer,

wine or pop. Go to our website to order your tickets. There will

also be games, raffles, and a silent auction with a tonne of

skookum items to bid on, including:

e 4-hour charter with Jimmy Jack Charters

e Selkirk Dauntless wide-body paddle

e Pollen sweater (women'’s size S)

e PRISMA tickets (2)

e Gift Certificate to Salt Aesthetics (5100)

e Robert Bateman print (“Mountain Monarch”), signed and
framed

e 2-night stay in an oceanfront cabin (for up to 4 people)

e Hand-sewn quilt

e Many more amazing items—come down and bid!

Bay Leaves
by Donation

According to WebMD, bay leaves are a powerful, aromatic herb
rich in vitamins A and C, iron, and potassium. “When infused in
teas or cooked into stews, they promote digestive wellness, help
reduce inflammation, and may aid in regulating blood sugar and
cholesterol levels.” (See reference.). That is one reason why our
own Deb Maitland is promoting this powerful herb. Deb has
partnered with gPA to sell 5g packages of fresh, locally grown bay
leaves, by donation (minimum $5/pkg). When you think “health”,
don’t just think pickleball; think bay leaves. We’ll have packages
available for sale at all of our upcoming events; you can also order
directly from Deb via our qPA Facebook page—"gathet Pickleball
Association”.
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Thanks, Paul!

Each year Pickleball Canada asks clubs and associations to submit the
name of a volunteer they would like to highlight—someone who makes
| a difference in our community by volunteering their time to foster
engagement in pickleball and strengthen the game. For 2026, the
volunteer that gPA has chosen to recognize is Paul Liknes, for his
unwavering support and dedication to our association.

Paul’s contributions go far beyond the court. Whether he’s coaching
new players or helping out at fundraising events, his generosity,
enthusiasm, and (wicked!) sense of humour make a lasting impact. He
is consistently kind and respectful to everyone he works with, creating
a welcome and supportive environment. qPA is incredibly grateful for Paul’s contributions to our
association. His dedication inspires us all.

Staying Connected

As gPA continues to grow, effective communication with members becomes increasingly
important. We encourage members to stay connected through the following channels:

e Email, newsletters and announcements via our membership portal

o gPA website: www.gathetpickleballassociation.ca

¢ Social media updates (see our new FaceBook page: gathet Pickleball Association)

e Download the TeamReach app to view scheduled play time, and keep up to date on
messages sent directly to members

e Events (such as the Beer & Burger on May 31%); all events will be posted to the website.

One of the best ways to stay informed is to ensure your email address is current and to regularly
check club communications. Important updates regarding events, advocacy efforts, volunteer
opportunities, and facility discussions are often shared electronically first.

We also encourage members to share feedback, ideas, and questions with the Board. Strong
communication works both ways, and member input helps shape the future direction of the
association. To contact us, go to our website and use the “Ask gPA a Question” form on the
home page. You can also use that form to suggest topics for us to cover in our next edition of
The Pickler.

See you on the courts—and at one of our upcoming “fun”draising events!

~ gPA Board of Directors
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