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President’'s Message

Wow how time flies! Not too long ago, we were lamenting the closing of the Powell River Raquet Centre (which closed
for good at the end of January), and here we are welcoming summer. Of course, the warmer weather means more
outdoor play, and we have been fortunate in the past few months to have worked out a schedule with the Powell River
Christian School to use their courts during non-school hours until the end of June, and then at any time during the
school’s summer vacation. Several volunteers, led by our own Dale Sundberg, gave up part of a sunny Saturday morning
to paint new lines on those courts (with the school’s blessing), and so now there are five full courts running in an east-
west direction. These are available on a first-come, first-served basis (you’ll need your own net). So come on
Pickleballers, once school’s out, get dinking, driving, and dropping!

We were sad to lose the space at the Raquet Centre, but rather than cry into our paddles, we worked with
Vancouver Island University (VIU) to secure space on their two courts to offer our members consistent court bookings.
Thanks for your continued support and understanding as we manage this new venture. Check our website for more
information about ongoing opportunities to play at VIU and at Oceanview Gym.

While these play spaces have helped fill the gaps when it comes to replacing court space, gPA is forging ahead
with its mission to collaborate with the City of Powell River to develop a dedicated, year-round facility for pickleball. This
is a priority for us, as it will provide players with more flexibility and consistency. It will also give us a chance to provide
lessons and community-focused events for the whole region.

To that end, our fundraising committee is hard at work organizing and collaborating with other organizations on
several fun events. See below for more information.

As always, thank you for your support! WN\/

gPA Partnering with PADS—]July 19th Coming Events
Join us on July 19t at the Powell River Recreation Complex for

an exciting day of pickleball, puppies and local pride. gPA is July 19, 2025:

partnering with the Pacific Assistance Dogs Society to raise Dinks and Drinks for Dogs
funds and increase awareness about the critical need for
service dogs and their profound effect on the lives of the
clients and the broader community they serve.

Powell River Recreation Complex

August 9, 2025:

The all-day event features family-friendly activities, a Fun Play—Outdoor Pickleball
“pickleball-for-all” dinking-only event, and an engaging evening Powell River Christian School
social. From 10am to 12:30pm enjoy pickleball play for all ages (Stay tuned for more details)

and all levels, local tasting experiences, and vendor booths. At
1pm we’ll start the dinking tournament. Each five-member
team will be of mixed skill level—from beginner to advanced.

Sept 19 and 20, 2025:

When that is done, join us at the Royal Canadian Legion for a Golf and Poker Fundraiser
beer and burger social. Learn more and RSVP at Myrtle Point Golf Club and Carlson
https://pads.ca/dinks-and-drinks/ Community Club

(Stay tuned for more details)

Want to volunteer? Contact president.gpa7@gmail.com

Visit us at: www.qgathetpickleballassociation.ca
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“The Barn” - A gPA Road Trip

By Steve Waghorn

On Saturday, April 12th, 2025, an enthusiastic group
of 12 qPA pickleballers rose early to catch the ferry
at Saltery Bay. These ambassadors included Pete
Grassman, Chad McFadyen, Pam lwasiuk, Colleen
Reedel, Diane Hatch, Rheal Leon, Kerry Davies, Dale
Sundberg, Jeff Gauthier, Scotty Sawchuk , Brydon
Blacklaws and Steve Waghorn.

Dubbed “The A-Team”, their mission was to
participate in “a friendly” with members of the
Sunshine Coast Pickleball Association (SCPA). The
venue, known as “The Barn”, is a privately owned
pickleball facility with five courts under a huge
canvas just outside of Sechelt. The event was
organized by qPA’s Pete Grassman and SCPA’s Brian
Chipman after a previous postponement due to
snowy weather.

The result was a glorious four-hour mini marathon
of mixed pickleball under sunny skies.

The Sechelt players divided into two groups
(morning and afternoon) while the hearty bunch
from gPA withstood the entire four hours. The play
format was random with all players mixing with
each other using a winner/loser designation for
subsequent matches. After each game, paddles
were somewhat randomly stacked in a labelled
cabinet and pulled out in stacks of 4 . Play was
remarkably even and well matched. There were
some very tight matches and lots of good games.
The main thing though...it was FUN!

The SCPA folks were great hosts resulting in
continued and new friendships through pickleball.

We’ve been invited back to
play again, so stay tuned for
more updates about
travelling to “the Barn”.

Pickleball at Henderson Elementary School

When Henderson Elementary School contacted gPA to
see if we could provide lessons for the Grade 7 students,
our coaches and mentors jumped at the chance. In no
time at all a month-long lesson plan was put in place. At
the time of writing, 23 students, led by teacher Rob Hill,
had completed two lessons, with three more to go
before end of the month.

Thanks to our coaches Pete Lee, Dale Sundberg,
Susan Young, and Bruce VanGroenigen, and mentors
Pam Iwasiuk, Vernon Currie, Diane Hatch, and Sherry
Sakamoto for donating the time and expertise to this
fantastic event.

If you would like to learn how to play pickleball, contact
Bruce VanGroenigen at director6.qpa@gmail.com
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